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THE FIRE ENGINE HOUSE ; 


Fisher Street, Lewes (Amon Wilds, Architect). 
From a lithograph by the kind permission of Mr. L. S. Da.ies. 


[See page 1] r 
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LEWES MARKET HOUSE AND OLD TOWN HALL 
BY WALTER H. GODFREY, C.B.E. 


In the account! of the Old Market House, built in 1791-2, 
in Market Street (between School Hill and North Street) 
which I contributed anonymously to Sussex Notes and Queries 
(VIII, 139-143) I, inadvertently, implied in the first paragraph, 
that the Elizabethan Market House (re-built in 1648) opposite 
Castle Gate had been removed earlier and had been superseded 
by the lower storey of the Sessions House which stood in the 
High Street opposite the White Hart Inn. I thus made it 
appear that the Market House by Castle Gate had disappeared 
some time before 1791-2, whereas actually it was the building 
stipulated to be retained until the new premises in Market 
Street were ready. 

There is frequently found a confusion between the 
buildings in a County town assigned to three distinct purposes: 
(1) the place where the town authority assembled, where local 
courts were held and matters of local interest discussed; 
(2) the Sessions House, a room designed for the Assizes, 
Quarter Sessions, etc., which ultimately became identified 
with the County Hall; and (3) the Market Hall, Market Cross, 
etc., which gave some protection to, and was often the centre 
of, the town market. It may be worth while noting down the 
records we have in Lewes of these several forms of public 
accommodation, from which it will be seen that the towns- 
people themselves did not always clearly distinguish them 
from one another. 

In the Book of John Rowe? occurs the following: “ St. 
Martins Lane als Snellinges lane against the market house and 
Castle Gate. Mres Holter 1564 gave x/i and the Twelve gave 
xli more toward buildinge of the markett house voluntarily ’°— 
This is confirmed by an entry in the Lewes Town Book} under 
1564 “‘ This present yeere the abovenamed Constables have 
receved of the executors of [Alice] Holter widowe the sum of 
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ten poundes which was geven by her towardes the buylding 
of A markett howse within the burrough of Lewes; Soo alwayes 
that the said markett howse. were buylded within serten 
yeeres next following after the said legacy bequeythed 
—And forasmuch as the said sum of x/i ys not sufficyent 
for the buylding of a markett howse, And the fellowship 
of the said borough myndyng and seeking the advancemt 
& benefitt of the said burrough, And that the said legacye 
geven to such a necessary vse by so vertuous a wooman 
should not be otherwyse employed contrary to the mynde of 
the gever, They of the said fellowship whoose names are 
heerunder wrytten together with Richard Kyttson Commyssary 
of the Archdeaconry of Lewes for the further preferment of 
the said markett howse of their liberalityes have geven towardes 
the same the sum of x/i as particularly followeth,” after 
which are the names of 15 persons, three of whom gave £1 
each and twelve 10s. This appears to be £1 short owing 
perhaps to some name being omitted. The Market house is 
recorded to have cost £19 5s. 6d., a commendable transaction, 
leaving a small balance in hand. 


This Market house is that shown as apparently a small 
octagonal building on the plan of Lewes made by George 
Randoll in 1620. We learn again from the Town Book of 
1648: “In this yeare the old market howse was pulled downe 
in Saint Michaell Parish & ye nue set up in ye roome.”” No 
representation of this later Market house has come down to us, 
but it seems to have remained in use until the new Market 
house in Market Street was ready. In the list of residents in 
Lewes compiled in 1790 is the entry ““ Market House, behind 
which is Peter Bull, basket-maker”’ and Horsfield in his 
History of Lewes> says the Market house stood on the site ¢ 
of Trayton Paine’s house (No. 168 High Street), which prob- 
ably means that when the Market house was demolished there 
was room to build or enlarge this house at the western corner 
of the approach to Castle Gate. 


It is a curious thing that the text of Mrs. Alice Holter’s 
will® reads “‘ I do give towards the building of our Market and 
Session house. ... x/i” and there is evidence from the | 
Book of John Rowe that the building of aSessions House wasin |, | 
contemplation at the time. That its building is not specifically | 
mentioned in the Lewes Town Book is no doubt due to its 
not being wholly a town responsibility, but that it concerned 
the town, which was allowed to make some use of it, is evident. 
Rowe says:—‘‘ In anno 1564 I finde that Richard Mall and 
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John Puckell, constables, did pay to Mr. Raph Hogge x/i 
for 75 tunnes of timber towards buildinge of the Sessions 
house.”’? This suggests a timber building. In the Town 
Book following the entries for the year 1697 are written 
some extracts from John Rowe and a list of streets amongst 
which we find ‘St. Andrewes Lane is above the Sessions 
House’ and the fact that there was a separate Sessions 
House is confirmed by the unmistakable building shown in 
George Randoll’s plan of 1620, which is evidently the usual 
large room built over an arcaded ground floor, the staircase 
to the upper room being clearly indicated. The fact that 
the building was of this form with an open ground floor, like 
so many other combined Court Halls and market shelters, 
suggests that there was an intention to make use of the lower 
part in connexion with the Market-place in the midst of which 
it was situated. But if this were so, the space must soon have 
appeared too valuable for public use, and John Rowe, himself, 
states? that “‘ the Constables have the benefitt...of... 
the shoppes under the Sessions house and broken church,” 
the latter being the ruined church of St. Nicholas, also in the 
midst of the High Street but beyond the Market-place at the 
top of School Hill. This Sessions House was evidently re-built 
in the 18th century and is shown on Plate XII in Horsfield’s 
History of Lewes, with its ground floor built up. The litho- 
graph is dated 1761, and the building is called the “‘ Old Town 
Hall.’ Horsfield gives the year of its building as 1701 and 
calls it “‘ the Old Town Hall and Sessions House.” 


There are certain references to the Sessions House in 
the early Lewes Town Books. In 1565!° there is reference to 
a sum of 13s. 4d. spent by the Constables “ for making of a 
place for the justyces of assysse to sit yn who kept thassises 
yn the towne yn Sommer last past.”” Since the wood for the 
Sessions house was only purchased in 1564, it would seem that 
this expenditure was for some temporary accommodation 
elsewhere. But there are payments for seats for the justices 
(1672) and for a “‘ Carpett and Cloath for the Sessions house 
rayles with seates there unto belonging ”’ (1689). The keys of 
the Sessions House were in the custody of the Constables, and 
in 1660 and later they are called the keys of the Town House. 
Apparently too the town chest was kept in the Sessions House. 
The following declaration made at the Quarter Sessions, 1668 
is of interest:!! ‘‘ Forasmuch as the Inhabitants of the Bur- 
rough of Lewes aforesaid have repayred and amended the 
Sessions house in Lewes at theire owne charges It is ordered 
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and declared by this court that the payment and contribucon 
of the said Inhabitants of Lewes made for the Repayre thereof 
shall be no president to compell the Inhabitants of the said 
Burrough of Lewes for the future repayreing of the same.” 
This seems to have been implemented by an order of 
Quarter Sessions in 1728, quoted by Horsfield!? that the rapes 
of Lewes, Pevensey and Hastings should keep the outside of 
the Sessions House in repair and the town of Lewes the inside. 
Fifteen years before this the town had spent £36 10s. 74d. 
on repairs, as Horsfield tells us in the same note. 


By 1792 the new Market hall had been opened in Market 
Street and the old one by Castle Gate demolished. In 1812 
a new “ Shire Hall or Sessions House ”’ (pursuant to an Act of 
Parliament of 1808) was built on the north side of the High 
Street, and the old one was taken down. In that Act was 
included a clause reserving to the Lords of Lewes and to the 
Constables and Citizens the rights of assembly “‘ for which 
they have hitherto been accustomed to use the Shire Hall.” 
This privilege was maintained for many years in the new 
County Hall building, designed by John Johnston of Camden 
Town, which still exists. 

Meanwhile another building for a public purpose, which 
serves as a link in the history of Lewes Municipal Offices, 
had been erected and that was a house for the Fire Engine 
built by Thomas Kemp on land within Castle Gate in 1785 | 
for use of the Borough. Unfortunately his son Thomas Reed | 
Kemp determined to resume this gift and gave formal notice 
to the Constables to quit in 1817.!3 The only record of the 
intended gift to the Borough was an entry in the Town Books, 
and eventually the building was surrendered on Mr. Thomas 
Read Kemp paying the sum of £50. With this the Borough 
decided to erect a new Engine House and commissioned Mr. 
Amon Wilds, the builder of Castle Place, Lewes and Kemp 
Town, Brighton, to design and build it. 

This building, which was begun in 1817 but has since 
vanished, was fortunately the subject of a lithograph which 
I have learned from Mr. L. S. Davey is attached to the copy 
of Horsfield’s History of Lewes, presented to the borough, 
and of which he has lent me the attached reproduction. It | 
adds a small but interesting design to the achievements of 
Mr. Amon Wilds, of whom and of his son there is an account | 
in H. M. Colvin’s A Biographical Dictionary of British Archi- 
tects. Its site was in the yard of the Star Inn in Fisher Street, 
and it will be seen that it is of two storeys, the Engine House 
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below and the Borough Record Room above, the entrance 
being between two columns of a giant order reaching nearly 
the height of the building. An arched window with fanlight 
occupies each side of the centre piece on the ground floor, 
and similarly sash windows for the room above. An inscribed 
tablet which appeared at the top of the building is now on 
the staircase of the Council Offices in Fisher Street.!4 


Mr. Wilds apparently was not able to complete all that 
was required in the building, for Horsfield (1824) says ‘* the 
half-finished building stands a monument of the poverty of 
the borough.” It must, however, have been in a sufficient 
state of completion to be used, and the public notices given 
out by the Constables, when printed, were issued from the 
Lewes Record Room. The Annual “ Law-day”’ and other 
assemblies such as those for the election of members of parlia- 
ment continued to be held at the County Hall, but there was 
a growing need for a larger and more accessible room for 
town business than the Record Room over the Fire Station. 
Hence we find the following Appeal to the citizens, which 
must have been issued in either 1871 or 1872, to provide a 
room at the Market Hall:— 


Lewes Town and Record Room. For some years past the Lewes 
Provision Market has been disused for the purpose for which a 
Private Act of Parliament was passed, and is now a disgrace to the 
town, and a nuisance to the neighbouring inhabitants. 


The original building was erected by irredeemable mortgage 
shares, which have been liberally transferred to the High Constables 
for the benefit of the Borough of Lewes with the understanding that 
every effort should be made to improve the property as far as 
practical. One of the greatest difficulties towards the accomplish- 
ment of this object having been surmounted, by the presentation of 
these shares, it has been determined to solicit subscriptions for the 
erection of a room on the site of the Lewes Provision Market, 30 feet 
by 20 feet, which it is intended should be applied for the purpose 
of all ordinary Town Meetings and Meetings of Local Commissioners, 
and for other public purposes, without charge except for lighting and 
cleaning. At the present time Town Meetings, such as those con- 
nected with the Borough Government, the Paving and Lighting 
Commission, Cattle Market, Fat Stock Show, Horticultural Society 
and other Associations are either held at the very inconvenient and 
inadequate room over the Engine House in Fisher Street (which is 
thoroughly out of repair) or at houses and offices of private in- 
dividuals. 

It is also intended to put the Market Place in proper repair, so 
that it may be available for any purpose for which it may be required, 
under the Lewes Provision Market Act. 


It is proposed to devote the room in Fisher Street entirely to the 
purposes of the Fire Engine and the Fire Brigade, for which purpose 
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it is well adapted. It is hoped that the additional room thus set free 
will materially contribute to the increased efficiency of the Lewes 
Volunteer Fire Brigade. 


Plans of the new building have been prepared and may be seen 
at the office of the Clerk to the Market Commissioners (Mr. Wynne 
E. Baxter), 36 High Street, Lewes. 


It is anticipated that the cost of the building will not exceed 
£450. Subscriptions for this desirable improvement are earnestly 
requested from the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood and 
from others interested in the welfare of the Borough. Contributions 
can be paid to the credit of the ‘‘ Lewes Town and Record Room” 
account at the Lewes Old Bank and the London and County Bank, 
Lewes, and the High Constables Messrs. F. Flint & Robert Crosskey. 


That the room, for which the appeal was made, was built 
is evident from a note by Mr. George Holman in the first 
issue of his excellent Lewes Directory. The incorporation of 
the Borough had taken place in 1881, and Mr. Holman there- 
fore decided to compile his Directory which was issued in 
1882. In this the Market House is called ‘‘ Town Hall and 
Council Chamber, Market Street ’’ and there is a note that 
“the meetings of the Town Council are held in the Council 
Chamber, which was built in 1872,” a note that is expanded 
in later editions by the information that it was erected by 
private subscriptions amounting to £500. The old Engine 
House is also mentioned as “‘ Borough Fire Engine Station, 
Fisher Street. Erected by Public Subscription in 1818.” 


After the Incorporation of the Borough in 1881, “‘ the 
inadequacy of the Chamber attached to the Market Tower 
for a Town Hall and the want of offices for the borough 
officials soon attracted attention.”” The original arrangement 
by which the Town had the use of the County Hall was not 
made any easier by the creation of the County Councils in 
1888. The suggestion of acquiring the Star and converting 
this into a Town Hall was first made in 1882 but was turned 
down on account of cost. However, the property was 
acquired in 1890 and the conversion took place in 1893 when 
the fine old 18th-century front was replaced by a design of 
Mr. Denman’s. The extensions along Fisher Street neces- 
sitated the removal of the Engine House and Record Room of 
Wilds. The room in the Market Hall, however, survived, 
and it is worth noting that for twenty-one years, from 1872 
to 1893, the Market Hall, with its Tower, was the Town Hall 
of Lewes, and the first that the town could call indisputably 
its own. I owe much of the latter part of this paper to the 
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researches of Mr. L. S. Davey, who has kindly placed them at my 
disposal. 


NOTES 


1 A copy of the Minute Book of the Commissioners for the new 
Market belonging to the late Mr. E. J. Bedford on which I drew for this 
account is now preserved at Barbican House 

2 


S.R.S. xxxiv 122 3 S.R.S. xlviii 15 
4 Seven Years is the period in the Will—S.R.S. xliii 127 
5 p. 258. n. 


6 S.R.S. xliii 127. Will dated 20 June 1560 and proved 15 July 
following at the Archdeaconry Court, Lewes 
7 


S.R.S. xxxiv 125 11 Id. 91 
8 S.R.S. xlviii 124 12 History of Lewes. 1.210.n 
9 S.R.S. xxxiv 125 13. Id. p. 228 


10 S.R.S. xlviii 16 
14 The Coat of Arms is now in the North Gable of the Council Offices 


TOWING PATHS IN SUSSEX 
BY G. D. JOHNSTON 


The Court of King’s Bench decided in 1789! that there was no 
inherent right to tow vessels from the banks of a navigable river 
but that such right must arise (like rights of way) from custom or 
prescription (i.e., long open use) or express grant or by Act of 
Parliament. When inland waterways were much more in use it 
was fairly easy to establish a custom “ perhaps small evidence of 
usage before a jury would establish a right by custom on the ground 
of public convenience”? and an instance of this occurred in the 
River Wissey (Norfolk) in 1801.3 But by far the most usual way 
in which a tow-path arose was under Acts of Parliament; and they 
were similarly closed by Acts which put an end to the navigation. 

It is possible for the non-navigating public to acquire rights of 
way over a tow-path in the same way as they can over any other 
track, viz., by open uninterrupted use for the prescribed period.* 
But the use must be in no way connected with navigation, and must 
be open and notorious—not casual or furtive. In this way parts 
of the tow-paths on the River Thames and River Lee have become 
public paths. 

But the right to tow from a bank was frequently acquired 
by the Navigation Authority by purchasing not the soil but a mere 
easement on payment of a small yearly rent. This method was 
freely resorted to on the Arun and rendered the acquisition of a 
public right of way more difficult to prove against the owner of the 
soil, 
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CHICHESTER HARBOUR 

There is no towing-path on any of the Channels: but the Act 
of 15845 enabling the Corporation of Chichester to make a canal 
from their suburbs to between Dell Quay and Fishbourne provided 
that “* All the Queens Majestys people may with ease frelie pass 


‘**on Foote or Horseback upon the Bank or Walls.” This canal 
was however never made. 


THE PORTSMOUTH AND ARUNDEL CANAL 

This was authorised in 1817° and ran from the Arun at Ford to 
Chichester Harbour with a branch to Chichester. This branch is 
still open having been taken over by the Corporation of Chichester 
in 18927, and it has a tow-path from Chichester to Salterns Lock} 
(where it joins the Harbour). The rest (which had a tow-path on 
the south bank from Ford) was abandoned about 1853 and after 
the Company wound up in 18888 the greater part of the site 
was sold, including the towing-path, except in a few parts where this 
had become a public right of way and even some of these have been 
closed by Government Orders.*4 


THE ARUN 

The towing-path from Littlehampton to Arundel was con- 
structed under the Act of 1793? which authorised a convenient 
Haling or Towing Track from the entrance to the Harbour to the 
west end of the Tanner’s Slipe in Arundel (this is at the south end 
of Tarrant Street). It was never made nearer the mouth than 
Littlehampton Ferry (immediately below where the Bridge now 
stands). In 1936 the Port Commissioners contemplated continuing 
it down to the entrance pier, but on the advice of their Engineer 
(Rendel)!° they refrained on the ground that the embanking would 
narrow the Harbour and cause silting. 

The Railway were bound by their Act of 1860!! to construct 
and maintain the path at Ford Railway Bridge, and when the Bridge 
became a fixed bridge in 1937 the Act!? required them to raise the 
level of the tow-path under it so as to render it reasonably practical 
for pedestrians at all states of the tide, and they might then discon- 
tinue the former path which ran on piles to the line and then crossed 
it on the level. 

The path was on the right bank all the way and seems to have 
become public (I frequently walked along it as a boy all the way to 
Arundel), but in 1914 it was badly damaged by high tides and gaps 
in the bank appeared and passage (there being no actual towing) 
greatly impeded. 

The Harbour Board in 1927!3 were expressly relieved of any 
liability to maintain the tow-path, but as the provisions of the 1793 
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Act as to the tow-path were excepted from repeal, the right to tow 
remains so far as it is possible to do so. 

Between Tanners Slipe in Arundel and Burpham there was 
never any tow-path (though there are paths more or less private 
along to the banks). 

From Burpham the Navigation Company made under the 
Act of 1821'4 “a towing-path or road on the east side of the Arun 
“from Houghton Bridge round a certain part thereof called the 
“Horse Shoe to the road at the foot of Burpham chalk-pit, such 
“towing-path to be of a width of eight feet at the top.” (The 
“Horse Shoe” is the square piece of the River at North Stoke 


‘which was short-circuited by the Stoke Cut made near South Stoke 


Church by the Commissioners of Sewers in 1840). The old path is 
still in existence in places on the left bank along the centre reach 
and in 1925 old tow-path gates still survived in places, in particular 
either side of the Suspension Bridge. 

The Navigation Company ceased to function in 1887 and was 
later wound up and their lands all sold. 

A much earlier riverside path is alluded to in the will'5 dated 
the 6th February, 1540/1, of John Palyngton, Vicar of North Stoke, 
who left a legacy of 6s. 8d. ‘‘ to make a weye upon both sydes ye ryver 
betwene North Stoke and Southe Stoke yf both parysshes wyll suffer.” 

Above Houghton Bridge the Navigation Company had made 
a tow-path on the right bank under their Act of 1785!°. In 1807 
Quarter Sessions!’? paid £14 17s. 6d. for making a new tow-path 
on the north and south sides of the New Causeway at Houghton 
Bridge (presumably because their alterations to the road and bridge 
had rendered the older path unserviceable). 

The path above Houghton Bridge only followed the Arun as 
far as the entry of the Canal a little above Timberley Railway Bridge 
and there was never any towing-path between this point and Stop- 
ham Bridge along the natural river Arun. Instead it ran up the 
west bank of the Canal to Hardham Tunnel (this part is still pass- 
able) but ceased at the Tunnel (where they were “ legged ” through) 
and horses had to go via Hardham Lock on the Rother and over 
the Arun by Hardham Bridge (then a wooden one probably built 
for this purpose but replaced about 1916 by the present red iron 
one) and then apparently along the road to Stopham Bridge. I 
can find no trade of any towing-path below that bridge. (The 
bridge built over the railway at Hardham in 1860 to allow the horses 
to follow this route still remains). 

From Stopham Bridge the towing-path went up the left bank 
of the Arun to Pallingham Lock. As late as 1908 an old tow-path 
gate remained at the east extremity of the bend at Pythingdean. 
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From Pallingham Lock the towing-path went up the west 
bank of the Canal. 

Most of the towing-paths were not purchased by the Company, 
who merely acquired an easement or right of way on payment of 
a yearly rent. The Company, in its decline, made efforts to give 
up the paths to the landowners or to abandon them, but these came 
to nothing and eventually in their winding-up the Rural District 
Council took over the path from Houghton Bridge to Bury and it 
was one of the terms made with objectors to the winding-up Order'® 
that the rights in the towing-paths should cease and the site be given 
up to the landowners, the Company being freed from any liability 
to repair banks, bridges, etc. 


WESTERN ROTHER 


The Act of 1791!9 gave Lord Egremont the usual powers to 
make tow-paths for drawing boats with men, horses or otherwise, 
and these powers were freely exercised. The path would seem to 
have been on the left bank from the Arun up to Ambersham Bridge 
and thence on the right bank to South Pond, but when the Naviga- 
tion ceased to be used (c. 1887), the tow-path ceased to be kept up 
and can now only be traced in parts. Lods Bridge has under it 
on the left side the old masonry platform used as a tow-path and 
made to obviate having to cast off the horses when going under, 
and the tow-path bridges at Lodsbridge Lock (just above) and at 
Shopham Lock remain. The old path down the left bank from Lods 
Bridge used to cross the Tributary River Lud just below by a wooden 
bridge still passable in 1931, but now (probably since the official 
closing of the Navigation in 1936)?° the decking has been removed 
and it is impassable. The Navigation left the Rother below Mid- 
hurst in order to reach its terminus at South Pond and the bridge 
over the mouth of the (Tributary) Cocking stream also has a mason- 
ry tow-path platform under it, in this case on the right side. 

In 1929 Fittleworth Parish Council claimed that there was a 
public path from Fittleworth Bridge past the entrance to the Mill 
and along the left bank to Shopham Bridge. At a County Council 
enquiry! it appeared that this was the tow-path, but there was 
insufficient evidence of its use by the public to establish a public 
right of way. In 19362° the owners of the Navigation were author- 
ised to abandon it and the right to tow consequently ceased. 


THE ADUR 


The Navigation Trustees (whose jurisdiction extended up to 
Bines Bridge and Mock Bridge) had under their Act of 18072? power 
to set out and maintain towing-paths but not below Beeding Chalk 
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Pit and (except where then used or with the consent of the Com- 
missioners of Sewers) not Horse Towing-paths. 

No formal towing-path seems to have been provided along the 
Adur below Bines Bridge and in 1904 “there is no towing-path, 
“ navigation being only conducted on the ebb and flow of the tide.’’>4 

The Navigation was extended from Bines Bridge to Bay Bridge 
in 1825 by the Baybridge Canal Company, whose Act} gave them 
general powers to make towing-paths; but all rights along them 
were extinguished by the Abandonment Act of 1875.74 


THE OUSE 


A towing-path between Lewes and Southease may have been 
in use from an early date. Jessop’s Report of 1788 recommended 
raising, straightening and making a horse towing-path from Lewes 
to Piddinghoe at a cost of £400 and the Harbour Trustees were in 
180025 directed to make (within three years) a good horse towing- 
path from Southerham Corner to Stock Ferry; and when in 184726 
the Lower Navigation Trustees were formed, they were directed to 
keep the towing-path in order within their jurisdiction. 

The path below Lewes starts from the Lewes Portland Cement 
Works and leaves the main Eastbourne road at Southerham Railway 
Bridge under which it is?” directed to be maintained by the Railway 
Authority to a width of five feet guarded with piles and fenced 
within the south-east opening of the bridge. It continues along the 
left bank to a mile below Southease Bridge (where it has?® to be 
five feet wide) as far as the lower end of Southease Cut where the 
Official path ends. Below that there are paths to Newhaven Har- 
bour, much altered by the Railway Authority under Acts of 1892 
and 1914.29 

In 1904 “a portion of the old towing-path is still in existence 
“from about one mile below Southease Bridge to the entrance of 
“Lewes Town but is seldom used.” 

The question of public rights along the banks of the Ouse below 
Lewes is now under consideration, but it is probable that they will 
be established. 

The Navigation Company’s Act of 1790°° authorised a towing- 
path for horses and men along the river except (1) on the right be- 
tween Lewes Bridge and a Tanyard in St. John-sub-castro (2) on the 
left thence to Land Port and (3) on the left between Fletching Mill 
and Sheffield Bridge. The Pinkerton Contract of 1790%5 for making 
the Upper Navigation, as well as including making the towing-path 
in general terms along the Navigation, included an item for raising 
the towing-path from 242 yards below the Deanery Bridge (Malling) 
as far as Mighell’s New Cut (Hamsey), viz.,1,772 yards, to two feet 
below the top of the Ashlar course of the south-east ring of Lewes 
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Bridge (£47 4s.); and an item of £120 15s. for 115 double gates 
of the towing-path with cast iron track and pinion at a guinea each. 


The towing-path above Lewes began at the Phoenix Cement 
Works (just below The Pells on the right bank) and continued on 
the right bank as far as Barcombe Mill. As far as Bushey Brook 
(Hamsey) this is still passable and controlled by the Rivers Board 
as successors to the Lower Navigation Trustees. Above Barcombe 
Mill it is derelict owing to the Navigation Company having dis- 
appeared, though small parts are still passable. In 1909 there was 
a ruined wooden tow-path bridge (for horses) just below the road 
bridge at Barcombe Mill over the left stream (used by the barges) 
and a path up the left bank which crossed side stream by obvious 
tow-path bridges, but this crossed the Ouse to the right bank by an 
old red brick bridge at the Oil Mill (next above Barcombe) and then 
ceased to be passable. 


THE EASTERN ROTHER ; 


A witness?! in 1823 said “‘ We navigate by lines, some with 
horses and some with a line and two men towing.” 

The Act of 183332 allowed owners of boats and “all other 
persons whatsoever ”’ to make use of the walls and banks on either 
side of the river for a tow-path from the mouth as far as the three 
sluices in Rye. Above these there would seem no official tow-path, 
though the banks are occasionally used. 


OTHER RIVERS 


I can find no records of any tow-paths along the Cuckmere 
or the numerous Pevensey Bay streams. 


NOTES 


Ball v. Herbert 3 T.R. 253 (Norfolk Ouse) 
per Kenyon, C. J., in Ball v. Herbert, p. 261 
Simpson v. Scales 2 Bos. and P. 496 
Grand Junction Canal v. Petty 21 Q.B.D. 273 
27 Eliz. I, c. 22 
57 Geo. III cap Ixiii 
55 and 56 Vic. cap Cxxxviii 
London Gazette 3 July 1888 and 2 October 1888 
33 Geo. III, c. 100. The deposited plan (by T. White dated July 1792) 
shows the path from the West Pier to the Tanners Slipe. Now in Chichester 
Record Office 

10 Prichard’s Treaties on Harbours, p. 66 

11 23 and 24 Vict. cap clxxi, s. 17 

12 1 Edw. VIII cap. xxxii, s. 37 

13 17 and 18 Geo. V cap. Ixvii, s. 54 

14 1 and 2 Geo. IV cap. Ixii 


ocoomonawr® eon 
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ates 18 6§.R.S. xlv 172 
ach. 16 25 Geo. III c 100 
17, Quarter Sessions Order Book (Bridges Book—Chichester Record Office) 
1ent 18 The Company’s Minute Book (Chichester Record Office) 
| on 19 31 Geo. III c 66 
ook 20 London Gazette 15 May, 1936 
vard 7 West Sussex Gazette, 17 October 1929 
. : 


47 Geo. III sess 2 cap. cxvii 


mbe 23 6 Geo IV cap clxiv 
dis- *% = ©39 and 40 Vic. cap Ixviii 
was *% 39 and 40 Geo. III cap liv, s. 5 
oad 26 10 and 11 Vic. cap ix, s. 49 
° 7 23 and 24 Vic. cap clxxi, s. 31 
ges) 2 23 and 24 Vic. clxxi repeating 7 and 8 Vic. cap. xci 
lous 2% ~=©55 and 56 Vic. cap. cxxii, ss. 15 and 16, 4 and 5 Geo. V cap cii, ss. 22 and 23 
y an #0 30 Geo. IIc 52 _ 
hen 31 Henry Campeney in Clark v. Curteis (Report in Society’s Library) 


32 3 and 4 Will. IV cap lxvii 
33 Bradshaw’s Canals and Navigable Rivers (de Salis) 1904 
34 Yapton Canal Footpath (Extinguishment) Order 1951. (120 yards in 


Yapton) 
vith 35 The Society’s Deeds L.M. 174 
ther 
ther 
hree A SUSSEX BELL CENSUS 
ath, 


In 1724 Bishop Bowers held, by commission, an inspection 
of the churches of his diocese, which differed from the usual 
visitation in that the returns were made, not by the incumbent 
nere and churchwardens, but by visiting clergy. From these the 
following information about church bells is taken. The 
churches of the peculiar jurisdictions of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and of the Deans of Chichester and Battle are 
excluded, and the returns concerning a few others are missing, 
indicating that a return for the church exists, but contains no 
information about bells. 

The reference for the fair copy is DRO/44/I/26/3, for 
the original return for Arundel deanery (the only survivor) 
DRO/90/1/26/4. 

The fact that a bell was cracked was no reason why it 
; should not be used to summon to divine service; my father 


1792) represented the sound of the Aldingbourne bells in the 1840’s 
ester as “‘ Ding, Dong, Spat.” W.D.P. 
Albourne 2 Chalvington 3 
Alciston 2 Chiddingly -— 
Aldingbourne 3 Chiltington [East] 3 


Aldrington (no church) Chiltington West 5 
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Alfriston 5 Chithurst — 
Amberley 3 Clapham 3 
Angmering 5 Clayton 3 
Apuldram 3 Clymping 4 and the remains of 
Ardingly 4 an old clock 
Arlington 3, the Bellfery Coates 2 

wants whiteing Cocking 3 
Arundel 6 Cold Waltham 3 
Ashburnham 4 Compton but two bells at 
Ashington 2 but small present, one having been 
Ashurst 3 lost in the late incumbent’s 
Balcombe 3 time by the carelessness of 
Barcombe 3 a churchwarden 
Barlavington 2, one cracked Coombes — 
Barnham 1 Cowfold 4 
Beckley 5 Crawley 4, but only one in 
Beddingham 4 order, three being cracked 
Beeding 3 Crowhurst — 
Bepton 3 Cuckfield 5 
Berwick, South 4 Dallington 4 
Bexhill 4 Dean, East see Friston 
Bignor 2, one cracked Dean, West (Chichester) 3 
Billingshurst 5 Dean, West (Lewes) 1 
Binsted — Denton 2 
Birdham 3 Didling | 


Bishopstone 3, all cracked Ditchling 5 
Blatchington [East] 3, one Donnington 3 


cracked Duncton 2 

Blatchington [West] Earnley 2 formerly, none now 
(no church) Easebourne 4 besides a saints 

Bodiam 4 bell in the chancel not used 

Bolney 8 Eastbourne 6 

Botolphs 3 Eastergate — 

Bramber | Egdean | 

Brede 3 Elsted — 

Brightling 5 Etchingham 1 

Brighton 5 Ewhurst 4 

Broadwater 6 new cast Fairlight 1 

Burpham 3 Falmer 3 

Burton — Felpham 4 


Burwash 5 all new cast, there Fernhurst 4 
is likewise an old clock with Ferring - 
chimes every four hours Findon 5 


Bury 4 Firle, West 2 
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Catsfield 3 
Chailey 3 small 


Fletching 4 

Folkington 3 

Ford 2 

Frant 5 

Friston and East Dean 3 

Funtington 3 

Goring 5 

Graffham 3 

Greatham — 

Grinstead, East 6 

Grinstead, West — 

Guestling 3 

Guldeford, East | 

Hailsham 5 large 

Hamsey 4 

Hangleton, the steeple has 
never had a bell in it 

Hardham 2, one without a 
clapper 

Hartfield 5 

Harting 4 

Hastings, All Saints 5 

Hastings, St. Clement 6 

Heathfield 6 small bells once 
very tuneable, but the fifth 
is now cracked 

Hellingly 4 

Henfield 5 

Herstmonceaux 3 

Heyshott 3 

Hoathly, East 5 new 

Hoathly, West 5 

Hollington 1 

Hooe 4 

Horsham 6 

Horsted Keynes 3 

Horsted Parva 3 

Houghton 2 

Hove 2, but only one can be 
used 

Hunston 2 

Hurstpierpoint 6, one of them 


Fittleworth 3 
Iford 3 


Iping | 

Itchenor, West 3 

Itchingfield 3 

Jevington 3 

Keymer 3 

Kingston next Lewes 3 

Kingston Bowsey | pretty good, 
two others lost time out of 
mind 

Kirdford 5 

Lancing 4 

Laughton — 

Lewes, All Saints 3 small 

Lewes, St. John sub Castro 3 
small, two of which are 
broken and the third cracked 

Lewes, St. Michael 2 small 

Lewes, Southover, the steeple 
new built by the brief as far 
as the first floor, and four 
good bells put up in it, but 
not being finished for want of 
a sufficient collection the 
timber is in a few years so 
much decayed by being ex- 
posed to the weather that 
they have been obliged to 
take down three of the bells 
which now lie in the church 

Lewes, Westout 3 

Litlington — 

Littlehampton 3 

Lodsworth 3 

Loxwood 1, another fall’n down 
and broke, which the feoffees 
are ordered to get new cast 
and put up 

Lullington — 

Lurgashall 3, one cracked 

Lyminster 4 

Lynch no bell 

Lynchmere 2 











16 SUSSEX NOTES AND QUERIES 


a little damaged, a clock Madehurst - 


and chimes 
Icklesham 3 
Iden 5 


Ifield, 3, one down in the 
body of the church, the 
steeple not being able to 


bear it 





Marden, East one hung, 
another broken 

Marden, North one hung and 
another down 

Maresfield 6 

Merston | 

Middleton 1 





Midhurst 5 
Mountfield 1 
Mundham 3 


Newhaven 1, two others lost 


many years ago 
Newick 4 
Newtimber 1 
Ninfield 3 

North Chapel 2 
Northiam 5 
Nuthurst 3 

Ore 1 

Oving 4 


Ovingdean, the steeple good, 
but no bell in it; the small 
bell without a_ clapper, 
which belongs to it lies at 


a private house 
Parham — 
Patcham 3, one cracked 
Peasemarsh 4 
Penhurst 1 
Pett 1 


Petworth 5 besides the saints 


bell 
Pevensey 3 
Piddinghoe 3 
Playden 4 
Plumpton 3 
Poling 3 
Portslade 3 
Poynings 3 
Preston (Bishop’s) 3 
Preston, East 3 


Pulborough 5 and a little one 
Pyecombe 3, one of which is 


Sidlesham 2 

Singleton 3 

Slaugham 4 

Slinfold 4 

Sompting 4 

Southease 2 small 

Southwick 3 

Stedham 5 

Steyning 6 new cast 

Stoke, North 2 

Stoke, South 1 

Stoke, West — 

Stopham 3, one cracked and 
without clapper 

Storrington 3, the frame of one 
out of repair 

Stoughton 3 

Streat 3 

Sullington 3 small : 

Sutton (Chichester) 3 

Tarring Neville 3, one broken, 
two cracked 

Telscombe 2, one broken 

Terwick 1 

Thakeham 4 

Ticehurst 4, the belfry door 
very bad 

Tillington 3 

Tortington 2, one cracked 

Treyford 1 

Trotton 2 

Twineham 3 

Udimore 3 

Up Marden 3 

Walberton 3 and a clock in use 

Waldron 3 very bad 
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cracked, another without a 
wheel 

Racton — 

Ripe 5 

Rodmell 3 

Rogate 3 

Rotherfield 5 

Rottingdean 3 

Rudgwick 5 

Rusper 6 

Rustington 3, one cracked 

Rye 6 and chimes 

Salehurst — 

Seaford 5 new cast 

Sedlescombe 5 

Selham 1 

Selmeston 1 

Selsey four bells but not hung 
up; the tower where they 
formerly hung is fallen 
down; they seem to be 
good bells and worth hang- 
ing 

Shermanbury 3 

Shipley 5 

Shoreham, New 5 

Shoreham, Old 2 


Warbleton 4, the belfry door 
is very bad 

Warnham — 

Wartling 4 

Washington 4 one cracked 

Westbourne 4 

Westfield 3 

Westham 5 

Westmeston 3 

Whatlington 3 

Wiggonholt 2 small 

Willingdon 3 

Wilmington 3 

Winchelsea 1 

Wisborough Green — 

Wiston 3, but only one in order 

Withyam 6 fine 

Wittering, East 1 

Wittering, West 3 

Wivelsfield 4 

Woodmancote 3 small 

Woollavington 1 

Woolbeding 3, one cracked 

Worminghurst 2 

Worth 4 

Yapton 4 


[NOTE BY THE EDITOR] 
That there were then bells in Wisborough Green Church 
is shewn by entries in the Vicarage Documents [S.N.Q. viii 122] 


viz. :— 
1708-9  ffor a Sett of Bell ropes 00 06 06 
1709 pd for a sett of Bell ropes 00 08 06 
Jno Smarts Bill for mending ye Bell 
wheels 00 15 02 
1712 Paid to Tho Sturt for . . oyle for ye 
bells Hew 
1713 Paid for a New Sett of Bell Ropes 00 11 00 
1718-9 Paid to John Sadler for 8 wedges 
& 8 needells for the great bell 00 02 08 
Pd Mr. Tailer for bell Ropes 00 12 00 


and items for bell ropes occur regularly thereafter. 
Thomas Bowers was consecrated Bishop on the 7th 
October 1722 and died on the 22nd August 1724, 
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SUSSEX CHURCH PLANS CV. 
THE PARISH CHURCH OF ST. MARY, EASTBOURNE 


The parish church of Eastbourne was attached for a time 
to the Abbey of Fécamp, subject to the rectorial rights of its 
two priests Levigar and Edgar. Early in the twelfth century 
the advowson was granted to Chichester Cathedral and its 
revenues were allocated to the Treasurer. There is little doubt 
that the existing Church, dedicated to St. Mary, was built by 
William Neville, treasurer from 1170-1185. In the middle of 
the 13th century a perpetual vicarage was constituted and 
William Neville II (1231-1251) obtained a charter for a fair 
on the feast of St. Michael, to whom the earlier Saxon church 
appears to have been dedicated. 

The late 12th-century church is represented by an aisled 
Chancel of three bays and an aisled Nave of four bays (later 
extended to five) with a Chancel arch backed by extended 
walling, against the south of which is a large stair for the 
rood loft. The whole, in its piers, moulded arches and carved 
capitals, is a very fine example of the transitional style from 
Romanesque to Gothic. The aisles were widened and an 
additional bay with a fine west tower was added at the end 
of the nave in the 14th century. At the same time north and 
south porches were built, an additional stair to the rood loft 
was projected from the north aisle and a curious vestry added 
to the east end of the chancel. The fenestration of this 
period is excellent, with two fine eastern windows to the 
Chancel aisles. The east window of the Chancel is modern, 
but the clearstory windows of the Nave are original (late 
12th century), while those of the Chancel were altered in 
the 16th century. 

In size and beauty Eastbourne ranks high among Sussex 
churches. Although of early date it anticipates the plan of 
our greater 1Sth-century churches; its Nave aisles are divided 
by arches into what may have been guild chapels, and at the 
east end of each Chancel aisle is a chapel enclosed by remark- 
able contemporary screens, which also separate the Chancel 
and its aisles, showing skilful variety in their designs. 


The church is very rich in monuments and other fittings. 
Among them is the Easter sepulchre (altered in the 18th century 
as a monument to Dr. Lushington’s son, but now restored), 
the three sedilia and piscina with shelf in the Chancel, and a 
most interesting piscina above the rocd loft, evidently used in 
connexion with an altar in that position. The Roofs are good, 
although partly restored, W.H.G., 
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SHOTFORD MANOR 


BY C. E. WELCH 


The endowments of the prebend of Bishopshurst in 
Chichester Cathedral consisted of the manors of Albourne 
(later called Bishopshurst) and Shotford in Sidlesham. Shot- 
ford manor has received very summary treatment in the 
Victoria County History! and the following information should 
eliminate the /acunae there. 


The manor of Shotford was always very small. In May, 
1650, when it was surveyed by Parliament before being sold, 
it consisted of closes, a barn and coppice wood between Little- 
ton Farm on the north, the lane from Kymore Farm to Sidle- 
sham Mill on the south, and the Mill Pond on the west worth 
£16, and five copyholds paying 17s. 9d. rent a year.2_ The 
profits of the court baron, valued at £19 8s. 9d., brought in 
about £2 10s. a year, and the tithes on all the lands were valued 
at £1. The five copyholds were (1) a messuage and two small 
crofts (1 acre) held by Jane Prat, valued at £3 and paying 
Is. 3d. a year rent; (2) a messuage, barn and four crofts 
(8 acres) held by Thomas Wolvin, valued at £5 and paying 6s. 
a year rent and a heriot of the best beast; (3) a messuage barn, 
and three closes (6 acres) held by Roger Lawrence, valued at 
£4 10s. and paying 6s. rent and a heriot; (4) a messuage and 
two parcels of land (1 acre) also held by Thomas Wolven, 
valued at £3 and paying 2s. rent and a heriot; and (5) a 
cottage and one acre of land held by John Woodland, valued 
at £1 10s. and paying 2s. rent and a heriot. 


In 1787 the manor contained forty-three acres of the 
Manor Farm north of the road leading to the Mill Pond, which 
were the demesne lands in the possession of Phillip Henshaw, 
and three copyholds. The first of these (eight acres) had 
the demesne on the west and the Mill Pond on the east and 
was held by Richard Knott; the second of seven acres was 
immediately to the south and likewise bounded by the Mill 
Pond, it was held by Mrs. Drinkwater; and the third, 2 acres 
further south, was held by John Rusbridge. As the total 
copyhold acreage in both 1650 and 1787 was seventeen acres 
there was obviously no enfranchisement during the period. 


Neither Shotford nor Albourne manor was kept in his 
own hands by the prebendary from the seventeenth century 
onwards, but they were jointly leased out for a term of three 
lives. The earliest recorded lease is that by Joseph Henshaw, 
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D.D., made on 7 May 1641 to Nathaniel Hilton, clerk, for the 
lives of Thomas, the son, and Benjamin, the brother of 
Dr. Henshaw, and Humphrey May for £18 13s. 4d. a year.4 
In 1650 all three lives were in being and Thomas and William 
Bennett were the subtenants. It was the normal practice for 
the lessee to renew the lease when one life fell in by payment 
of a fine, a sum of money which was usually the difference 
between the actual rent and the rack rent on an average life. 
This presumably continued after the Restoration, because 
about 1685 Edward Beaver, M.A., prebendary, leased the 
prebend to Phillip Weston of Newbury (Berkshire), uncle and 
guardian of Phillip Henshaw, in trust for him.5 As Phillip 
was the son and heir of Thomas Henshaw of Billingshurst, 
it can be assumed that the lease to Hilton had descended to 
Joseph Henshaw’s nephew, Thomas. It remained in the 
family for over a century. On 19 August 1709 Phillip Hen- 
shaw, now of age and living at Billingshurst, renewed the 
lease for a rent of £17 6s. 8d. and £1 6s. 8d. for the profits 
of the court baron. About 1722 he renewed it again, chang- 
ing one of the lives, and on 1 December 1744 for a third 
time on the death of his wife Mabel, one of the lives.? After 
1773 the lease seems to have been mortgaged by Thomas 
Henshaw, son and heir of Phillip Henshaw, for a further 
lease was made to Bartholomew Tipping of Woolley Park 
(Berkshire) for the lives of Phillip Henshaw and two other 
Berkshire men. On 20 December 1797, Tipping renewed 
this lease adding another life in place of Phillip Henshaw. 
His interest was acquired by William Borrer of Hurstpierpoint, 
who on 25 September 1802 obtained a further lease with an 
additional life.!° The prebendary then sold the manor of 
Shotford to him for an annual rent charge of £22 10s., which 
was used to redeem the land tax on the manor of Albourne 
alias Bishopshurst.'!! This, on the evidence of the duplicate 
land tax assessments, took place between May 1804 and 
July 1805.!2 


Although the court books and other records of Shotford 
manor survive, they add little to this account.!3 The 
headings to each court either give the name of the lessee or 
no lord of the manor at all. The manor court sat infrequently 
as it only needed to meet for the transfer of the copyholds. 
Although there is a clause in all the eighteenth-century leases 
that lodgings shall be provided for the prebendary and two 
servants for two days and two nights when he comes to view 
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the prebend, it is highly improbable that the prebendary paid 
any more interest to his property than was necessary to ensure 
that he received the best profit from it.'4 


NOTES 
1 Vol. IV, p. 213. 

2 West Sussex Record Office, Cap. II/20/1 and Cap. I/30/2, f. 416. 

3 W.S.R.O., Cap. II/49/2. 

4 W.S.R.O., Cap. II/20/1. Earlier leases are mentioned in the 
Chapter Act Books on confirmation (e.g. S.R.S. lii, Nos. 80 and 189). 

5 W.S.R.O., Cap. 1/49/1, f. 90. 

6 W.S.R.O., Cap. 1/49/1, f. 90. 

7 W.S.R.O., Cap. 1/49/1, f. 151. 

8 S.A.C. xlvi, 102 (which does not seem to be very accurate) says 
that Bartholomew Tipping married Phillip Henshaw’s “ only daughter 
Anne.” 

9 W.S.R.O., Cap. I/49/1, f. 290. 

10 This lease (Church Commissioners 362) is now missing, but its 
details can be recovered from the next lease. 

11 W.S.R.O., Cap. 1/49/2, p. 62. 

12 W.S.R.O., QDE2/1/W2/25 and 26. 

13 The three court books (1703-1935) are W.S.R.O., Add. MSS. 
756-758, and the court papers (1699-1843) are W.S.R.O., Cap. II/19. 
The earliest court book for Albourne (1679-1746) is with the Sussex 
Archaeological Society (E438). 

14 I am indebted to Mr. A. A. Dibben for reading this article in draft. 


UNCOMMON TYPES OF FLINT IMPLEMENTS 
J. P. H. CLARK 


The first specimen, of which Dr. Ratcliffe-Densham 
kindly supplied a photograph, was found by the writer in 
June, 1956, on the surface of a ploughed field on the southern 
slopes of Springhead Hill, at approximately Grid Ref. 
51/059121. 

A flake implement of mottled blue-grey flint, 3.lin. long, 
it is of straight profile and delicately worked all over both 
faces. The broader end has been trimmed square by almost 
vertical chipping from one face.. The point is blunt and 
rounded. Evans (Stone Implements, Ed. 2, p. 336) figures a 
similar though larger specimen from Saffron Walden, Essex. 
As he observes, it is hard to determine whether this form was 
used as a knife or as a lancehead; certainly it is not a true 
** plano-convex ”’ knife, though the existence of transitional 
forms (e.g. Grimes’ Prehistory of Wales (1951), p. 242, Fig. 
51: 11) does suggest that the two types may be related. The 
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fine ripple-flaking, particularly noticeable in the lower half of 
the implement as photographed, would be compatible with an 
early Middle Bronze Age date for the specimen. 


Next are three implements in the writer’s possession which 
seem to belong to a definite but so far little-studied type. The 
first was found at the “‘ Strawberry Field’ by the writer in 
1955, the second by the writer on Kithurst Hill in 1956, and 
the third at the High Salvington site by Mr. J. H. Pull in 
1948. 


The specimens vary from 1.55in. (No. 2) to 1.8in. (No. 3). 
They are so similar that a description of the type serves for 
all three: a flake implement, plain on the bulbar face, roughly 
triangular in shape, with tranchet cutting-edge and steeply 
trimmed sides converging to a square or roughly pointed 
butt—like a miniature “ grand tranchet.”” From its size, the 
type would be more suited to use as a chisel than an axe; 
its shape suggests that it was mounted in a handle or sleeve 
of wood or antler. The three sites from which the present 
specimens have come produce predominantly Neolithic/Early 
Bronze Age types, e.g., leaf-shaped and barbed and tanged 
arrow-heads, plano-convex and discoidal knives, though at 
High Salvington ‘“ Tranchet” tradition is witnessed by a 
tranchet axe and a developed form of tranchet arrowhead 
with flattened side-chipping and pressure flaking over its 
lower half, presumably of a late date. (Both in Worthing 
Museum). 


[Sketches are deposited in the Society’s Library}. 


18TH CENTURY (AND EARLIER) PRONUNCIATION 


BY G. D. JOHNSTON 


[See S.N.Q. xi 180 and S.A.C. xxxv 165] 


Further study of phonetic spellings (chiefly taken from 
Mr. Challen’s extracts from London Registers) throws light 
on earlier pronunciation of Sussex Place Names. Instances 
marked* represent the present or recent local pronunciation. 
Unless otherwise stated the references are to S.N.Q. 
BOTOLPHS 1582 *BUTTOLPHS ix 69 

1684 *BUTTOLPH iv 212 

Showing that the ““O” is pronounced as a short ““ U” 
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BREDE 


Suggesting that the first ‘‘ E”’ is short 
S.A.T. Deed HB. 431 


CHALVINGTON 
CHICHESTER 


1681 BREAD 
1765 BRADE 


1693 CHAUNTON 
1648 CHEESHESTER 
1693 CHISHESTER 
1696 CHICHISTER 
1718 CHISESTER 
1730 CHITCHESTER 


viii 172 
viii 104 


viii 144 
iv 164 
viii 18 
i 231 
iv 105 


‘Seiden that the ““T” sound at the end of the first 
syllable is modern 


CUCKFIELD 


EASEBOURNE 


HALNAKER 


1640 COCKSFIELD 
1679 *COOKEFEILD 
1711 HUCKFEILD 
1720 *COOKFIELD 
1729 *COOKFIELD 
1740 *COOKFIELD 
1561 *ESBORNE 

1746 EASEBORNE 
1662 *HANAKER 


Showing that the *“‘ L”’ is mute 


HEATHFIELD 


HOATHLY 


HORSHAM 


Showing that the second *‘ H”’ was mute 


MIDHURST 


1656 HEATHFIELD 
1665 *HEFFEILD 
1695 *HEFFEILD 


1648 EAST HOADLEY 
1653. WEST HOADLY 
1659 WEST HOADLY 
1664 WEST HEADLY 
1670 EAST HOTLY 
1719 WEST HODLY 
1745 WEST HEATHLY 


1589 HORSAM 
1590 HORSAM 
1646 HORSSOM 
1651 HORSAM 
1684 HORSAM 
1719 HORSEHAM 


1616 MEDHURST 
1671 MEDHURST 
1711 MEDHURST 


Pat. 3 Eliz. 


ii 185 
xi 41 
S.A.C. lxx 216 
i 189 
S.A.C. Ixx 215 
ix 135 
I pt.i.m. 33 
xii 16 
xi 40 


i 246 
v 45 
vi 107 
v 236 
ii 14 
ii 14 
v 45 
xi 40 
iv 138 
iii 11 
ix 30 
ix 30 
vi 14] 
i 220 
viii 17 
ii 235 


iv 137 
ix 7 
iii I] 
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1732 MEDHURST vii 110 
1749 MEDHURST iii 11 


This considerable number of instances is remarkable 
since the local pronunciation is still ‘“* Mid-ust”’ 


SELMESTON 1598 *sSLYMSTON S.A.T. Gage Deeds 25-56 
1660 SILMISTON ii 14 
1718 SELSTEMB ii 235 

SLAUGHAM 1648 *SLAFFORM v 14] 
1685 *SLAFFAM vi 10 
1693 *SLAFHAM iv 164 
1703 SLAUFHAM li 234 
1721 SLAGHAM vi 145 
1729 *SLAFOM xi 174 

STOUGHTON 1748 *sTOTON ii 209 

TARRING 1730 TARRYN S.A.C. Ixx 215 
1816 EAST TERRING vi 230 

Indicating that the ** A” is short 

THAKEHAM 1731 *FACUM S.A.C. bex 215 

1740 *FACKHAM v 46 


JOHN DUDENEY 
BY F. BENTHAM STEVENS 


In Volume II of the Society’s Collections there appeared 
an article on Southdown Shepherds by Mr. R. W. Blencowe, 
who stated that it was based almost entirely on information 
supplied by Mr. John Dudeney, the Sussex shepherd who 
became a schoolmaster and writer of verse. Incidentally, 
he was a friend of Mark Anthony Lower and one of the 
original members of the Sussex Archaeological Society. 

The article ends with an autobiographical note by John 
Dudeney, the manuscript of which and some other notes as 
to his life are in the Society’s Library. In this he refers to 
the fact that as a boy he lived in his grandfather’s cottage at 
Plumpton. Through the courtesy of the present owner, 
Mrs. Spicer, it has been possible to identify this cottage, which 
is at the foot of the Downs opposite the Half Moon Inn, and 
is still known as “‘ The Cottage.” 

The documents in Mrs. Spicer’s possession and the Court 
Rolls of the Manor of Plumpton show that the cottage (which 
was then copyhold) was on 21st January 1760 surrendered by 
Ann Farncombe Widow to John Dudley (sic), Shepherd, in 
consideration of an annuity of £4. There is a curious proviso 
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that if Ann Farncombe should think fit to occupy “‘ one room 
or chamber of the said messuage called the Hall Chamber 
and make use of the Kitchen chimney and fire’ the annuity 
should be no more than £3 per annum. The surrender 
included the right to pasture 25 sheep on the common land. 


John Dudley held the property until 21st August 1804 
when he surrendered it to the Reverend William Peckham 
Woodward, Rector of Plumpton. It changed hands again 
in 1808 and in 1811 and it was probably at this time that 
the southern portion of the house (which is obviously more 
modern than the northern part) was built. The wooden 
superstructure of the northern part may well date from the 
same period. 


In view of the discrepancy in the name of the shepherd 
who acquired the cottage in 1760 a search of the Plumpton 
Registers was made. The information derived from this 
source compared with that in John Dudeney’s autobiographical 
notes make it clear that the family name was originally Dudley 
(also spelt in the Registers Dudlee, Dudly and Dudeley). 
The form Dewdney first appears in 1785: and thereafter 
Dewdney and Dudeney become the usual spelling. The 
change of name is curious, but the various entries make it 
quite clear that the same family is concerned throughout. 


The Registers also suggest a possible explanation of the 
proviso subject to which John Dudley acquired the cottage 
in 1760. He had on 27th September 1747 married Alice 
Farncombe of Plumpton: and one of the daughters of the 
marriage was named Fanny Farncombe Dudley—the only 
one of the large family to receive a second Christian name. 
It seems probable that Ann Farncombe was John Dudley’s 
mother-in-law, and that the transfer to him of the cottage was 
something in the nature of a family arrangement. 








John Dudley, as recorded by his grandson, was what may 
be described as a master shepherd, looking after the flocks of ; 
several different farmers. It is not without interest that a 
similar arrangement appears to have continued in Pevensey 
Marsh until our own times. A recent number of the Times 
recorded the death of Horace Field who, it was said, had for 
many years looked after sheep and cattle on the marsh by 
yearly contract for several farmers, collecting his money once 
a year at Michaelmas. 
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NOTES 


MACEHEAD. A broken perforated macehead was 
found by the writer embedded in the rough metalling 440 
yards up the bridle path leading from Litlington Farm to 
Jevington. It was partly buried and shows heavy abrasions on 
its upper side, having probably been in the same position for 
a considerable number of years. The quartzite pebble is 
ovoid in shape with a length of 2$ inches, so that the length 
of the whole pebble would have been approximately 5} inches 
with a width of 34 inches. The shaft hole, a perfect example 
of hour glass perforation, tapers from 1% inches diameter on 
the two surfaces down to ? inch at the centre. Holed mace- 
heads are sufficiently uncommon to justify the recording of a 
specimen such as this. 

ALLAN CHIDGEY 

[ Drawings are deposited in the Society's Library. Ed.] 


DUNCTON CHURCH BELL. Duncton Church has but 
one bell, but it is a remarkable one. It has the distinction of 
being the second oldest dated church bell in Great Britain. 
The inscription, in primitive lettering, as recorded by Dr. 
Tyssen in 1864, runs— 


DE FLOTHE A...E. : LA : HAGUE: FET : LAN: 
MCCCLXIX 


Recent rubbings show that the H in FLOTHE is very 
indistinct, and there seems to be an N before LA. LA 
HAGUE is quite clear. 

It has generally been assumed that the bell is of Dutch 
origin, and Dr. Tyssen regarded De Flothe as the name of 
the founder. During 1955-6 I made enquiries on the Con- 
tinent, the result of which indicate almost conclusively that 
the bell is Norman in origin. The authorities of the Rijks- 
museum, Amsterdam, say that they can find no trace of a 
bellfounder of the name of De Flothe, and, further, that Flothe 
is not a Dutch name. They add that the Dutch Hague at 
so early a date as 1369 was only a very small village. So one 
turned to France, which has its Hagues and Hogues. 
Monsieur de Bouard, Dean of the Faculty of Letters at Caen 
University, points out that there is in the la Hague peninsula 
a small village called Flottemanville-hague. So the inscription 
may refer to a place and not to a founder. A rubbing was 
sent to M. Bouard, who asserts quite definitely that the 
inscription is Norman, This is also the judgment of the 
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Conservateur des Objets d’Art of the Department of La 
Manche, Monsieur |’Abbé Lelégard. 

Documentary evidence on the original location of the bell 
will probably never be forthcoming. Perhaps it formed part 
of the booty brought back from one of the numerous com- 
mando raids between France and England, and vice versa, 
in the 14th century. 

The Duncton bell has no religious symbol on it—a very 
unusual occurrence for those days. A rather rash suggestion, 
perhaps, would be that it may have been a bell attached 
to a buoy off the Norman coast. Flotte ancrée is French for 
buoy. Farfetched? 


FREDK. T. BARRETT 


ELPHICK FAMILY, OF SEAFORD (S.A.C. vii 131). 
There were two contemporary Seaford residents, both of 
the name of Thomas Elphick, who were cousins thrice removed, 
being great-grandsons of two brothers, John Elfeck of (East) 
Blachington next Sefford (P.C.C. 1560 will), and Bartholomew 
Ellfyck of Rottingdean (Lewes 1562 will). 

William Courthope, Somerset Herald in 1854, shows 
Mary Elphick, daughter of the one cousin, Thomas Elphick 
(1607-59) as having had two husbands, John Mullet and 
Henry Fermor, but this is incorrect. 

This Mary Elphick, who was baptised at Seaford 29 Oct. 
1637 (not, as shown, 22 June 1636, which date was that of the 
baptism of the last of her three brothers named Thomas 
Elphick who died 1639), married 20 September 1655 (Seaford 
and Westdean registers), Henry Fermor (1629 Rotherfield- 
1657 Hamsey), and was buried 12 March 1704 at St. Ann’s 
in Lewes where her will was proved. 

The Herald’s chart fails to show that her great-grand- 
father, Thomas Elphick (buried 1613 Seaford, and son of 
John Elfeck aforesaid) married first at Eastbourne in 1572 
Joan Porter (buried 1587 Seaford) and that their son (her 
grandfather), also a Thomas Elphick (1581-1628) married at 
Chalvington in 1606 Elizabeth Stace (buried 1661 Seaford), 
daughter of Stephen French of Streame in Chiddingly and 
widow of Thomas Stace (1576 Tenterden, Kent-1605 Chid- 
dingly). 

The Mary Elphick who married John Mullet (1628 Lewes- 
1685 Seaford) is described as ‘* widow ”’ in their 1654 marriage 
entry in Seaford register, and her 1691-95 will was also proved 
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at Lewes. She was daughter of John Gilbert of Battle by 
Mary Hawes who were married in 1609 at Sedlescombe where 
she herself in 1629 married the other cousin, Thomas Elphick 
who was buried 1649 at Seaford and was a son of Thomas 
Elphick of Ringmer, a son of Hewgh Elphick of Balsdean and 
Seaford, a son of the afore-named Bartholomew Ellfyck. 

W. H. CHALLEN 


WISBOROUGH GREEN CHURCH (See Sussex 
Churches No. 10, p. 14). During repairs in August, 1957, the 
Victorian tiles were removed from the flooring on the north 
side of the nave and below was found a flat gravestone over 
what had once been a vault but which had been filled with 
earth. The stone is now replaced in front of the pulpit. 
It is divided into two parts by a vertical line in the centre, 
that on the left reads:— 


In Memory of / ANN LAKER / Who died the Ist of 
April / 1791 / Aged 98 years. 

That on the right reads:— 
In Memory of / SARAH Wife of / BENJAMIN 
FLINT / Who died the 8th of June / 1801 / Aged 57 
years. 


In a half-moon space at the foot of the dividing line is:— 
Page / Horsham. 
presumably the monumental mason. 
G.D.J. 


Ann Laker, the daughter of Edward Laker by Ann née 
Oram, was baptised at Billingshurst, 17th January, 1704/5, 
and buried at Wisborough Green, Sth April, 1791, aged 98, 
according to the Register, so unless her baptism was delayed 
this is not actually her true age. 

Sarah Flint, the daughter of Henry Napper by Mary 
Hayne, was baptised at Cranleigh, Surrey in 1741 and so 
was aged about 60 at her death. 

W. H. CHALLEN 


OLD BRIDGE AT BRAMBER (S.A.C. ii 63 and Ixxxvi 
102; S.N.Q. xiv 239). Although samples of the timber were 
sent to various places for identification, it has not been possible 
to date the wood. The excavations have now been filled in. 

W. GARDINER 
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THE PLACE, ANSTY (ANSTY FARM). In April, 
1956, the discovery of a “ reed ceiling ”’ at the above house 
was reported to the Society by Mr. James Forsyth, which 
appears to be of three periods: (1) mid-l6th century, (2) 
Circa 1600, and (3) 1769 (by virtue of a date inscribed over 
a bay window in the north wing). 


The “ reed ceiling ’’ belongs to the earliest period above 
mentioned and is constructed as follows :— 


The joists are very well wrought and finished with cham- 
fered edges about 10 inches apart and support an excellent 
floor of oak boards laid crosswise with shot edges. 


The normal procedure in local farmhouses was, of course, 
to whitewash the undersides of the boards and leave it at that. 
In this case a plaster ceiling has been formed between the joists 
and consists of a layer of reeds about one inch thick fastened 
direct to the underside of the floor boards by means of short 
“straps”’ of cleft oak lath nailed on. The reeds were then 
covered with a thick layer of haired lime plaster (no loam or 
clay), which appears to have been painted or varnished. Ata 
later date another ceiling was formed below covering in the 
joists. 

Whilst perhaps not very durable owing to the imperfect 
key obtained, this type of ceiling would afford a fair degree of 
acoustic insulation and may have been favoured for this 
reason. Ceilings not unlike this have been recorded in Norfolk 
(C. F. Innocent—Development of English Building Construc- 


tion—Page 161). 
The reeds have been identified by the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, as Phragmites communis (the common reed). 


The house has many other interesting features and would 
justify a detailed description. 


R.T.M. 


SIR THOMAS EVERSFIELD (S.N.Q. xiv 260, n. 16). | 
March St. Andrew Vaughan died in 1946 (not 1947) and was 
buried at the Old Cemetery, Godalming, Surrey, on the 20th 
September, 1946. Just before his death he presented again 


to the living of Hollington on the resignation of the Rev. 
F, W. Bullock. 


GYLES ISHAM 








il, 
se 
ch 
2) 
er 


ve 


ect 


his 
1k 
1C- 


nic 


ald 


6). 
vas 
Ith 
ain 
ev. 





SUSSEX NOTES AND QUERIES _ 31 


MARGARET BLAXTON, sister of Dr. Henry Blaxton 
(S.N.Q. xiv 225). Further research evidences the following. 
Sub-deanery Chichester register records 22 May 1578 the 
marriage of “* James Brizenden and Margaret ”’ (his first wife) 
without her surname, and her burial 4 Oct. 1609 as “‘ Mrs. 
Brisondine, wife of James.” 


A “sister Brisenden”’ is mentioned in the 1606 will of 
Joan Blaxton, widow of Dr. Henry Blaxton, and doubtless 
her late husband’s own sister is meant. This points, as 
surmised, to the Margaret Blaxton who married at Ely in 
1567 Thomas Brydgman as being perhaps their mother. 


John Dodd, vicar of Pevensey, in his 1589 will (Lewes 
A.8.322) directed that his son-in-law William Coell should be 
presented to the vicarage of Pevensey by virtue of a vowson 
made and delivered by Henry Blackston (sic—Blaxton; wrong- 
ly called Edward Blaxton in S.A.C. lv, 230) to Peter Brissenden 
and assigned by the latter to him. 


Peter Brissenden in his 1603-5 will (Lewes A./2.62) as 
of the Close, Chichester, yeoman, but probate act as of New 
Shoreham, mentioned his brother James and made a bequest 
to the poor of Bethersden, Kent. He married at New Shore- 
ham in 1595, as her first husband, Marie (Mary) Sysson 
(baptised 14 March 1578-9 Old Shoreham), daughter of 
Richard Sysson, vicar of Old and New Shoreham, and sister 
of John Sysson, parson of West Blatchington. 


W. H. CHALLEN. 


THOMAS BARNARD, LORDS OF THE MANOR 
OF SOUTHEASE (V.C.H. vii 74). Thomas Barnard (1726- 
57), and his father, Thomas Barnard (1675-1769) were Quakers 
and neither was “ Sir.” 


The son, through the brother and nephew (both named 
Osgood Hanbury) of his wife Anna Hanbury, was connected 
with the Lloyd and Barclay families, forerunners of the banks 
of those names. 


The father was son of John Barnard (1640 West Tarring. 
Sx.—1715 Bramshott, Hants.), an important Quaker whose 
grandmother, sister of John Selden the Jurist, was the wife of 
a brother of the ancestor of the Barnard family of Lewes. 


W. H. CHALLEN. 
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GREEN BRIDGE (S.N.Q. xii 25) was rebuilt in the 
same style but greatly widened on the upside (now 35 feet 
between parapets) between June, 1955, and May, 1957. The 
old red brick arches of 1853 remain on the downside as far up 
as the crown of the arches. All the new work including the 
tall and massive parapets is of red brick. 


G.D.J. 


JOHN BRAMAN OF CHICHESTER AND LEWES 
(S.A.C., xli, lxvi, Ixviii, lxix and xcii; S.N.Q. xii 86). 
According to Sir William Burrell’s Sussex Collections 
(B.M.Add. MS.5698), the inscription (with arms) on John 
Braman’s gravestone in the nave of the church of St. Michael, 
Lewes, records, that he was a Major of the Royal City Regi- 
ment of Volunteer Horse under King William and Queen 
Mary and died 25 August 1703 in his 77th year. He was 
buried 27 August 1703; Sir William Burrell has the month 
wrongly as April in his extracts of burials. 

Alton (Hants.) parish register, consulted by courtesy of 
the Vicar, the Rev. Canon W. G. M. Hutchinson, R.D., has 
the baptisms on 27 March 1627 and 27 January 1629 of two 
sons named John of Thomas Braman (buried there 1661; 
Archd. Hants will 1661-1662, mercer), but among the gaps in 
the register there is a gap 1623 to 1628 in the burials. 

Inscriptions and parish registers are not infallible; ages 
and even Christian names are sometimes wrong. 

The 1688-89 Archd. Hants. will of his brother, Robert 
Braman, physician and apothecary of Alton, who was baptised 
there in 1631 and buried there in 1689, names his brother John 
Braman of Chichester, gentleman, who in turn in his own 
1703 P.C.C. will (incompletely abstracted in S.A.C. xli) 
mentions two sons, John Braman (deceased) and Robert 
Braman, of that deceased brother Robert Braman, to the 
issue of the former of whom he conceives one tenement in 
Alton in tenure of Nicholas Gates will descend. 

It seems evident that John Braman of Chichester and 
Lewes hailed from Alton where his first wife Sarah (maiden 
name not traced) was buried 27th May, 1657 when he was 
described as a Lieutenant. 

As Mr. Walter H. Godfrey points out in S.A.C. Ixix, 
John Braman’s (second) wife Elizabeth formerly Marlott née 
Osborne died before 1696 and the 1707 will proved at Lewes 
in 1711, ascribed to her in S.A.C. xli is not hers but that of 
his last wife Elizabeth formerly Matthews née Meere(s). 


W. H. CHALLEN 
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MARGARET GRAY (V.C.H. ix 85 and Sussex Visitation). 
This lady, who married Sir John Mill, Bart., in 1679 at Wool- 
beding (where she was born and. baptised in January, 1656) 
was not the granddaughter of Edmund Gray, yeoman of that 
parish (P.C.C. will 1600-1601) by Joane Ayling, but his great- 
granddaughter, and her parents were Thomas Gray (buried 
there 1703) who married in 1647 Margaret Steward (1631 
Braughing, Herts.-1679 Woolbeding), daughter of Humphrey 
Steward (buried 1662 Tuxlith) who hailed from Norfolk and 
whose wife, Bridget Brograve (1599 Braughing-1677 Tuxlith), 
was a granddaughter of Sir John Brograve of Braughing, Kt., 
and Attorney General of the Duchy of Lancaster (buried 1613 
Braughing). 

W. H. CHALLEN. 


SUSSEX ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 


AUTUMN MEETING 


The Autumn Meeting of the Society held at Brighton 
College on November 2nd, 1957, was very well attended. 
Miss Margaret Dean-Smith, F.s.A., lectured on “* Songs of the 
County of Sussex arising from the Labours and Festivities 
of the People; as collected between 1820 and 1920.” The 
names of the persons who had collected the songs were given 
and the periods of greatest activity. The lecture was delight- 
fully illustrated by Mr. Patrick Shuldham Shaw, who sang 
in the traditional style and even stimulated the audience on 
one occasion into joining in the chorus. A large map showed 
the areas from which songs, wassails, plays and other country 
cultural activities had been found. Large tracts of the county 
were blank, no doubt because no one with sufficient musical 
ability could be found to undertake the necessary recording. 
The western side of the county and the sea coast were the 
most prolific. 

After an admirable tea Mr. Eric Halfpenny, Hon. Secre- 
tary of the Galpin Society, spoke about old church band 
instruments. Many of these were shown, their mechanism 
explained and their musical qualities demonstrated. Among 
these were several belonging to the Society. The prize exhibit 
was a large serpent, beautifully constructed of wood and 
producing fine mellow bass notes. Mr. Halfpenny’s lecture 
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ended with the playing of several records of combined church 
bands in action. 

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mr. Margary to the 
lecturers, the Headmaster of Brighton College for the use of 
the room and to others who had helped to make the meeting 
a success. 


E.M.G. ' 


COUNCIL MEETINGS 


2ND OCTOBER, 1957. Present Mr. I. D. Margary in the chair 
and nineteen others. Sixteen new members were elected, 
and there were four deaths and seventeen resignations. As 
the tall trees on the north-west of the Castle Mound had be- 
come dangerous and were partially dead, estimates for felling } 
some were directed to be obtained. The Lewes Town Council 
had refused permission to demolish Nos. 53 and 54 High 
Street, Lewes. 

4TH DECEMBER, 1957. Present Mr. I. D. Margary in 
the chair and eighteen others. Nineteen new members were 
elected and two deaths and six resignations were reported. 
Eighteen persons who had not paid subscriptions for some 
years were removed from the list of members. The timber 
front of No. 15 High Street, Lewes, was purchased for £5. 

5TH FEBRUARY, 1958. Present Mr. I. D. Margary in the 
chair and twenty-three others. Fifteen new members were 
elected, but five deaths were reported. There had been sixty- 
five resignations at the end of the year 1957. Strip lighting 
was approved for the Library. The proposed repairs to the 
Court House, Pevensey, were considered, and the progress 
of the works at Wilmington Priory described. 


RESEARCH COMMITTEE 


9TH OCTOBER, 1957. Nine courses of unmortared flint 
had been found at the foot of the Roman wall near Northgate, 
Chichester. Trial trenches at St. Peter the Less (Chichester), 
which is being demolished, revealed late 11th and 12th century — ) 
pottery, so dating the foundations of the Church. A large 
wall of imported stone had been found flanking one side of 
the road at the Gateway of the Iron Age Fort on Torberry 
Hill and a 7-foot ditch shortened in ancient times. In the 
eastern part of the camp inside the rampart at High Rocks, 
Tunbridge Wells, was a late Roman occupation site. Further 
work on the Chapel site at Old Erringham had been done and 
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so far no interments were found. A new Roman and late 
Iron Age site was reported just south of Boundstone Crossing, 
Rustington, and another Roman site at Eartham in the south 
wall of the gravel pit west of the road. 

8TH JANUARY, 1958. The following finds were reported. 
Foundations of the Roman gateway building at North Gate, 
Chichester. Inhumations at a new school in building off 
Woodingdean, some with a capping of loose flints over the 
skeleton. Pottery of Iron Age A.I. at Medmerry. Hut site 
on Amberley Mount with post holes and pottery from the late 
Bronze Age to the early Iron Age. A skeleton of a primitive 
individual at Muntham Court. 


REVIEWS 


S.P.A.B. WATERMILL BOOKLETS (Price 3s. post free, from 
H. Dance, 57 Great Ormond Street, W.C.1, or Miss E. M. 
Gardner, The Bothy, Borden Village, Liphook, Hampshire). 
Details of this interesting series will be found in the advertise- 
ment in the November, 1957, S.N.Q. They are issued largely 
owing to the energy of our member, Miss E. M. Gardner, 
who has herself written the account of the *“‘ Three Mills on 
the Lea”’—a monument of industry and patient research 
into archives. Sussex is well dealt with in Rex Wailes’ 
“Tide Mills,” which contains very interesting histories of 
such mills in the extreme west of the county on the River Ems 
and the small streams draining into Chichester Harbour and 
traversing the Hundred of Manhood. They are very readable, 
and any profits go to the work of the Society for the Preserva- 
tion of Ancient Buildings. 





G.D.J. 


HISTORY OF THE BRITISH IRON AND STEEL INDUSTRY FROM 
c. 450 B.c. TO A.D. 1775, by H. R. Schubert (Routledge and 
Kegan Paul. £3). 

This is an important book on a subject of much interest 
to Sussex readers, covering the whole period of charcoal- 
smelting of iron down to its supersession by the use of pit coal. 
For Sussex it is a tribute to the late Edward Straker that Dr. 
Schubert has found so little to add, and still less to correct, 
in that writer’s Wealden Iron. The first 145 pages deal with 
the “ direct’ process by which blooms of wrought iron were 
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produced in a single operation. The next 190 pages treat of 
the “‘ indirect > methods, of which the Weald had almost the 
monopoly in Tudor times, by which molten iron was produced 
in the furnace and, if not directly cast into moulds for such 
things as cannon and firebacks, was brought to the malleability 
of wrought iron at the forge. The historical evidence is very 
full, and the processes are clearly described with diagrams 
and illustrations. Another 100 pages are given to eighteen 
appendices. These include inventories of the Sussex iron- 
works at Newbridge in 1510 and St. Leonards Forest in 1573; 
also analyses of early iron, but unfortunately none of modern 
cast iron for comparison, which might afford the only way of 
distinguishing an old fireback from a modern reproduction. 
Many firebacks are illustrated, mostly from the Society’s 
Museum at Anne of Cleves; it is a pity that Dr. Schubert 
helps to perpetuate the myth that Anne lived in this house 
(p. 259); and it is odd that he does not mention the three 
surviving wooden pattern moulds, one in Brighton Museum 
and two at Ashburnham Place. In a book of this size slips 
are bound to occur. One such is (p. 247)—‘* Worth and 
Sheffield belonged to Thomas Seymour, Duke of Norfolk, 
until his attainder .. . in 1546”; for Seymour was not 
Duke of Norfolk and was attainted in 1549. Faulty proof 
reading is presumably responsible for the statement that 
Elmbridge furnace worked an “ average of 52 weeks ” in the 
year (p. 243), and certainly for such misspellings as “‘ Tilling ” 
for Tillington, ‘** Erith Park ’’ for Eridge, and ** Kirdorf ”’ for 
Kirdford. These are minor irritations compared with the 
lamentable insufficiency of the Index. The numerous illus- 
trations are well produced; particularly interesting are those 
of ironworks by contemporary artists: Valkenborch (pl. xvi), 
Blés (pl. xx), Hillestrom (pl. xxiv), Breughel (pl. xxvi), and 
the anonymous frontispiece. 


L.F.S. 


EDITORIAL 


All communications for the Honorary Editor should in 
future be addressed to him by name as follows :— 


G. D. Johnston, 
22 Old Buildings, 
Lincolns Inn 


W.C.2 
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NOTES AND QUERIES 
for 
SOMERSET AND DORSET 


(Founded in 1888) 


EDITORS: 
For Somerset: Mr. T. J, Hunt, Orchard End, Cheddon Road, Taunton, Soms. 
For Dorset: Mr. P. N. Dawe, 13 Parchment Street, Winchester, Hants. 


Annual Subscription: 10/-; to be sent to Mr. Hugh Foster, Hon. Sec. and 
Treasurer, Stocklinch Manor, Ilminster, Somerset. 


Friends of Lewes Society 


If you are fond of Lewes you are urged to join this Society, whose objects are 
to arouse a lively and practical interest in the town and its setting, and to help 
preserve in its architecture and character all that is best from the past, to defend 
the beauty of the town and its surroundings and to ensure that its future develop- 
ment shall be worthy of its civic tradition and history. 


Annual Subscription 5/-. Applications should be made to the Hon. Secretary, 
Miss BARBARA CROOK, West House, SOUTHOVER, or to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Mr. G. H. Ayres, BARCLAYS BANK, LEWES. 





James Waters and Son Ltd. 


Specialists for 95 years in Country House Building, Period Restoration 
Work and Model Farm Building 


Forest Row, Sussex 
Phone: No. 474 (2 lines) 











Sussex Archeological Society 


Members are reminded that the Castle, Barbican House, Anne of Cleves 
House and Bull House, all in Lewes, are open to Members and well deserve 
repeated visits. Anne of Cleves House is vested in the Sussex Archaeological 
Trust. So are Wilmington Priory and the Long Man, which together form 
an interesting object for an expedition. 


Other properties held by the Trust are The Marlipins, Shoreham; Parsonage 
Row, West Tarring; Legh Manor near Ansty in Cuckfield, The Priest’s House, 
West Hoathly, and Pigeon House, Angmering. Legh Manor is not so well 
known as it deserves to be, partly because it stands on a secondary road between 
Cuckfield and Hurstpierpoint. All members of the Society should make a point 
of seeing this most charming house and garden. Full particulars will be found 
in S.A.C., Vol. 78. 


[P.T.O. 














GENEALOGICAL RESEARCH 
undertaken in Sussex and London 


Parish Registers Probate Registries Record Offices 
and other Repositories searched 


Enquiries: Miss G. B. PrippDLe, Proyart, Old Fort Road, 
Shoreham-by-Sea, Sussex 




















Holleyman & Treacher 
Limited 














Antiquarian Books 
Prints, Maps & Music 


You are invited to inspect our well classified 
stock of over 50,000 volumes. 


Books on Sussex, Archaeology, History and 
Antiquarian Subjects a speciality. 


Catalogues issued regularly, and out-of-print 
and rare books sought for and reported free 
of charge. 


OUR MUSIC ROOM is also a speciality. 
A large stock of piano, orchestral, organ: 
and vocal scores is kept carefully classified 
for your inspection. Music catalogues issued. 


To the lover of Sussex we can always show 
our unique collection of early Sussex maps, 
prints and water colours. 


Libraries Purchased 
* 
21a and 22 Duke Street, Brighton 1 


— Phone Brighton 28007 a 








CHARLES CLARKE (HAYWARDS HEATH) LTD. 























